1X75 


A 

Narrative  of  Facts, 

Demonftrating  the 

Adual  Exiftence  and  true  Caufe 

OF  THAT 

Phyfical  Confederacy, 

Ill  B  A 

Made  known  to  the  Public 

In  the  printed  Letters  of 

Dr.  Lucas  and  Dr.  Oliver. 

By  William  Baylies,  M.  D. 

Acrem  me  hahebunty  ^erijjimumque  Vindicem,  Fraudefque  dete^ 
pamy  ab  artis  hujus  incunabilis,  in  hunc  ufque  diem  ufurpatas^ 
idque  reipfa  comprobabo  baud  fu/peBa  fidei  tejiimoniis  ;  fimuU 

due  omnia  ftigmata  Sodetaii  noftra  inujia^  detergam. 

^  ^  O  Merrett. 


BAT  H: 

Printed  in  the  Year  MDCCLVII. 

And  Sold  by  James  Leake. 


{ 


/ 


f 


M.  ' 


TO  THE 

R  E  A  D  E  R. 


^  Zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  heal- 
‘Z  J-  ing  art^  which  mufi  ever  be 
infeperable  from  that  of  its  profef- 
fors^  gives  me  no  fmall  reluEiance  at 
being  under  a  necefjity  of  offering  the 
following  narrative  to  the  public  ;  as 
the  expofng  the  evil  praEiices  of  a 
few  members  of  any  profeffon  feldom 
fails  of  injuring  the  credit  of  that 
fciety  in  general. 

<> 

T’ruth  mufi  be  the  good  mans  chief 
care.,  and  Jelf-prefervation  is  the  firfi 
law  of  nature,  fhere  is  nothing  more 
natural  or  juft  than  afpiring  at  a  fair 
reputation.,  the  'mofi  valuable  poffejjlon 
in  life ;  and  whenever  perfons  of  dif- 

tinguijhed 


tinguijhed  rank  Jioop.  to  form  combir^ 
nations  againji  theje.^  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  individual  in,  the  exercife  of 
his  funSiion  j  as  it  mufl  be  prefumed 
this  cannot  be  without  fome  manifefl 
caufe^  it  becomes  the  duty  of  fuch  indi- 
vidualy  confcious  of  his  own  integrity^ 
to  bring  ^natters  to  a  fair  tefy  and  to 
a  public  explanation. 

It  is  now  no  longer,  a  fecr.eti  fince. 
the  publication  of  Dr.  Luca^’x  let^, 
tens.)  that  a  phyfcal  confederacy how?- 
ever  arbitrary y  illegal  and  opprefjwey 
has,  been,  formed  againji.  certain .  indi-, 
viduals  at  Bath\  and  from,  the  dijlin-r 
guijhed  rank  of  the  ajfociated  phyf- 
ciansy  the  perfqns  by  them  rejeSied  muf 
be  prejumed  in.  the  wrongs  until  the  true 
fate  of  the  cafe  is.  laid  before  the  public. 

“The  vindication  of  my.profeffony  the 
faufe  of.  truthy  and  the  honour  of  a 

frmid 


friend  juftly  dear.,  and  in  this  injiancg 
involved  with  tne^  jointly  cojtcur  to  de¬ 
mand  this  at  my  hands  ;  it  becomes 
therefore  my  indifpenfable  duty^  and 
J  Jhall  proceed  to  the  performance 
of  ity  in  as  cool  a7td  difpaffionate  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjeEl 
will  permit i  .  y  ■ 

It  cannot  be  pleafng  to  a  humane^' 
mindf  to  have  any  difputes  with  his 
neighbours.^  and  efpecially  with  his 
brethren.  But-  necefftiy  has  no  law 
I^he  attack  is '  made  upon  7ne.y  by  men 
of  fuch  charaSiers  as  will  '  give  the 
world  room  to  fix  any  calumny  'if  I 
fhould  filently  acquiefce  under .  the  in-r 
jurious  treaUnent  offered  jne, 

•  •4.  'J  \ 

In  juftice  therefore  to  niy  frie7jds_y 
to  the  public and  to  77iyfef  I  a7h 
forced  thus  to  7nake  knownl,  that  the 
learned  dobfors.  William  Oliver,  Abel 

Moy- 


Moyfey, ,  and  Rice  Charleton,  ceh^ 
brated  praBicioners  of  phyfc  at  Bathy 
have  jointly  7~efolved  not  to  attend  any 
patient  i?i  confultation  with  me  :  T'hisy 
they  declared  frjl  in  mof  injurious 
tenns  to  fofne  of  the  patients  at  Bathy 
before  their  fecret  refolutions  reached 
my  earSy  a^'id  upon  my  difeovering  of 
ity  they  avowed  the  chargey  and  offered 
ter7ns  of  reconciliation  y  which  no  fnan 
of  honour  cotdd  poffibly  accept.  Hefice 
it  is  eafy  to  feey  that  I  fnufl  lye  under 
this  obloquy  'till  the  grounds  of  thefe 
'  proceedings  are  laid  open  ;  this  I  have 
done  m  the  following  ffnple  narrative 
of  fated  fiBsy  which  I  now  fubtnit 
to  the  judgffient  of  the  impartial 
public. 

W.  B. 


Bath,  Nov.  25,  1757. 


■  A 

Narrative  of  Fa(9:s, 


^^^^Certain  lady  of  difl:in£i:ion,  ad- 
sj^  A  ji4j  vifed  to  come  to  Bath  for  the 
reftoration  of  her  health,  was 
fo  little  benefited  after  feveral  months 
bathing  and  drinking  the  waters,  and 
taking  a  multitude  of  medicines,  that 
a  ■  confultation  of  phyficians  was 
thought  necefiary,  and  was  accor¬ 
dingly  propofed  to  Dr.  Charleton, 
the  then  attending  phyfician  ;  with 
which  he  readily  complied,  and  apr 
pointed  the  next  day  at  noon  for 
the  meeting,  without  being  then  told 
with  whom  he  was  td  confult. 


The  fame  evening,  Oft.  25,  a 
written  melfage  was  left  at  niy  houfcj 
while  I  was  from  home,  deliring  my 
attendance  on  the  patient  at  one  the 
next  day. 

I  attended  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed,  and  being  introduced  into 
the  patient’s  apartment,  I  found 
another  lady  and  the  attending  phy- 
fician,  with  her. 

On  my  entrance,  I  readily  per- 
fceived  fo  much  dilpleafure  and  con- 
fufion  in  the  dolor’s  countenance, 
as  fufficiently  marlifefted  that  my 
appearance  there  was  far  from  being 
expedled,  or  in  any  fort  agreeable 
to  him. 

Regardlefs  of  this,  I  fefolved  to 
lay  myfelf  out  to  learn  the  patient’s 
cafe,;  and  being  informed,  that  the 

phy- 


her  attendant,  and  that  I  was.  then 
called  there  to  confult  with  him  upon 
■  ;  I  addreiied  rayfelf  to  him, 

and  lat  feme  time  attentive,  •  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  his  informing  me  of  the 
life  and  progrels  of  the  difeale,  and 
cf  the  methods  that  had  been  ufed 
lor  obtaining  a  cure. 

But,  to  my  great  furprize,  I  found 
the  dodlor  lo  lar  from  being  expli¬ 
cit,  or  from  fhewing  any  dilpofition 
to  let  me  know  any  thing  relating 
to  the  purport  of  our  meeting,  that 
he  anfwefed  the  few  queftions,'  I 
cifked  him,  in  monolyllables,  fcarcer 
ly  to  be  heard. 

K  ■»  • 

^  Upon  this, .  I  addrefled  myfelf  to 
patient,  m  order  to  obtain  the 
beft  a.ccount  I  could,  of  the  nature 


of  her  complaints.  And,  after 

•  B  '  ^  ■ 


near 

an 


an  hour’s  examinatiorij  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  during  all  which  time,  the  doc¬ 
tor  was  prefent,  without  offering  to 
leffen  the  feeble  patient’s  trouble,  in 
anlwering  the  rieceflary  queftions  I 
aflced  her.  But  when  he  found,  that 
I  had  finilhed  my  enquiry  into  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe ;  without  offer¬ 
ing  any  affiflance,  he  looked  upon 
his  watch,  laid  he  had  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  Dr.  Frewin,  and  was 
obliged  at  that  inftant  to  be  gone. 

Surprized  at  fo  extraordinary  a 
proceeding,  I  told  him,  that  I 
hoped  he  would  not'  leave  the  pa¬ 
tient  ’till  \vc  had  agreed  what  was 

O 

bell:  to  be  done  for  her  relief. 

His  anfwer  was,  that  he  could 
not  flay  at  that  time  ;  but  that  he 
would  leave  me  with  the  lady,  and 
would  .  fee  me  again ;  and  here¬ 
upon 


upon,  with  common  ceremonies,  left 
the  room. 

I 

The  other  lady,  who  remained  all 
the  while  in  the  chamber,  followed 
the  dodlor,  exprefled  her  concern 
at  his  feeming  dilpleafed  ;  feared 
the  gentleman  called  in,  was  not 
agreeable  to  him ;  was  very  forry 
for  it ;  and  as  no  body  could  be 
prelumed  to  have  foreleen  this,  ho¬ 
ped  he  had  no  juft  caufe  to  take 
offence  at  her  or  the  patient  ;  be- 
caufe,  as  he  had  before  agreed  to  a 
confultation,  it  was  reafonable  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  choice  of  the  confulting 
phyftcian  was  to  be  freely  left  to 
the  patient  or  her  friends  3  or  words 
to  this  effed:. 

To  which,  the  dodor  anfwered, 
he  did  not  know  he  was  to  meet 
Dr.  Baylies  ;  that  he  wifhed  tlie 

B  2  pa- 


patient  well,'  and  would  continue' 
ftill  to  vilit  her  as  a  friend  ; '  But 
could  by  no  means  do.fo  as  a  phy- 
fician  ;  with'  which  friendly,  pru-^ 
dent,  and  polite  Ipeech,  he  took 
his  leave. 

After  this  converlation,  the  lady 
returned  to  the  patient’s  chamber; 
where,  on  my  alking  if  the  dodtor  was ' 
not  gone,  highly  difpleafed  at  my  be¬ 
ing  there  ?  I  learned  the  declaration, 
he  had  made  at  his  departure,  as  is ' 
above  related. 

Upon  this,  I  reply’d,  that  as  the 
patient’s  cale  was  not  lb  acute  as  to 
luder  much  from  the  delay  of  a  fingle 
day  ;  I  fhould  then  ])iefcribc  no  me¬ 
dicine  ;  but  would  deliberately  con- 
frder  the  nature  of  the  maladv,  ami . 
endeavour  to  fee  the  doctor  again  by  " 
the  next  dav  ;  not  doubting,  from  the ' 


opinion  I  had  of  his  iehfe,  and 
humanity,  that  he  would  thinh 
better  of  the  matter,  and  not  defert 
both  his  intereft  and' his  duty,  fo; 

very  abruptly.  : 

■ 

.  • '  t. 

<  •s  ^  ^ 

.  Upon  this,  I  took  leave  of  the 
patient  for  the  prefent ;  having  firft 
made  my  prognoftic;  which  was,  that 
i  had  reafon  to  hope  for  alleviating,  if 
not  efletlually  relieving,  her  coni- 
plaints.  I  added,  that  no  conhderar; 
tion  fhould  induce  me  to  decline  due 
attendance  on  any  patient,  that  fhould; 
confult  me,  and  that  I  would  not  fail 
to  wait  upon  her  again  the  next  day, . 
at  the  fame  hour,  and  let  her  know; 
iny  opinion  more  fully,  whether  Dr.; 
Charleton  fhould  think  fit  to  meet 
me  or  not. .  ■ 

r  *+ 

'V 

T.'he  remainder  of  the  day  pan., 
without  my  feeing  or  hearing  any. 


thing  of  the  dodor  ;  whereupon, 
the  next  morning,  I  fent  him  a  writ-r 
ten  mefiage,  defiring  to  know,  if 
at  any  or  what  time  or  place  that 
morning,  he  would  give  me  a  meet¬ 
ing,  to  confult  for  the  patient,  or 
if  he  would  be  at  the  patient’s 
lodgings  at  the  hour  of  one,  when 
I  had  appointed  to  attend  there. 

To  this,  I  receiv’d .  a  verbal  an-: 
fiver ;  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
me  at  his  houfe,  if  it  was  agree¬ 
able  to  me.  Thither  I  immediately 
went,  on  the  receipt  of  this  mef- 
fage,  laying  afide  all  degrees  of  re- 
fentment,  that  might  interfere  with 
the  difcharge  of  my  duty. 

I  now  hoped  to  find  the  doctor  in 
jthe  like  dilpofition,  and  that 
fhould  amicably  and  cffedlually  dif¬ 
charge  our  reljiedive  duties  to  the 
patient,  But, 


1  f 

But,  how  fhall  I  expirefs  my  dif- 
appointment,  when  the  doctor  de¬ 
clared  his  intentions  to  relinquifh  the 
patient  entirely  ?  Thus  it  wasj  and 
thus  the  dodtor  broke  filence  ; — • 
*  Sirj  you  have  got  a  bad  cafe  undet 
your  care.’-^I  anhvered,  ‘  I  hoped  he 
meant  we^  as  the  lady  was  his  patient, 
and  I  but  the  conlulting  phyfician.’ — 
He  reply’d,  ‘  no,  fir^  I  cannot  attend 
her  any  longerj  it  is  to  no  purpofe,’ 
and'  fome  other  doubtful  expreffions 
to  the  like  effed:. 

Upon  my  demanding  an  explana¬ 
tion,  he  added,  ‘  that  I  muft  take 
the  care  of  the  patient  upon  my  felf ; 
for,  that  I  was  not  to  exped,  that 
he,  or  either  of  the  other  phyficians 
to  the  hofpiral,  could  hold  any  con- 
fultation,  with  one  who  had  rendered 
them  fo  infamous  in  the  eyes .  of  the 
world,  as  Dr.  Baylies  had  done,  in 

fe- 


Teveral  paffiiges  of  his  reflexions  on 
the  ufes  and  abufes  of  Bath  waters. 


My  anfwer  was,  that  I  had  puli- 
•  lifhed  nothings  but  what  appeared  to 
'me  to  be  flridly '  true  ;  that  if  it  was 
fo,  their  proving  it  otherwife  would 
.certainly  retort  the  odium  upon  me'^ 
•and  if  the  truth  was  any  refleXioii 
upon  them,  it  was  not  my  printing, 
but  their  doing  the  thing  that  was 
wrong,  that  hxt  the  refleXion. 

He  went  on  and  faid,  that  I  had 
-particularly  given  oppolition  to  Kinij 
for  that  when  he  was  eleXed  a  phy- 
lician  to  the  hofpital,  I  endeavoured 
to  procure  a  procefs  at  ■laW’  to  fet 
afide  his  eleXion.  '  ■ 

s.  i 

•-  ■■  : 

'•  In  anfwer  to  this,  I  affured  hiin, 
he  had  much  miftaken  me,  that  my 
attempt  •■was  not  to  have  invalidated 

his 


[  II  ] 

his  eledion,  but  to  have  compelled 
the  election  of  three  other  phyhci- 
ans,  in  conjunction  with  him  and  his 
colleagues,  which  by  the  meafures  the 
governors  had  taken,  by  virtue  of  the 
aCl  of  parliament  lor  eflablilhing  the 
holpital,  and  by  an  exprels  claufe 
in  the  laid  aCt,  was  no  longer  lelt 
to  them  as  a  matter  ol  difcretion, 
byt  was  exprefsly  directed  and  re¬ 
quired  to  be  done. 

I  further  added,  that  had  he  read, 
or  underftood,  the  plain  letter  1  fent 
to  him,  and  to  the  reft  or  the  go¬ 
vernors  on  that  occalion,  he  would 
have  feen,  that  I  made  no  oppoh- 
tion  to  him  ;  that  I  thought  hfe  was 
as  proper  a  perfon  to  be  chofen  an 
attendant  on  that  fchool  of  phylic,  as 
any  one  in  Bath  ;  and  that  as  I  well 
knew,  he  had  apply’d  to  be  eleCled,. 
before  I  had  any  thoughts  or  know- 

C  ledge 


[  12  ] 

ledge  of  there  being  an  eledlion,  I 
never  intcnued  flaiiding,  in  an)  i'enfe, 
a  coinpetitor  with  hini)  on  that  oc- 
caiion. 

Upon  this,  he  confefTtd,  he  had 
never  looked  upon  my  proceedings 
in  any  fueh  light ;  and  that  the  rc- 
fledions  1  had  pu.  iilhed  in  rny  book 
upon  the  waters,  appeared  to  him  lb 
very  fcandalous,  that  neither  he  or 
the  ether  phyircians  to  the  hofjntal, 
could  meet  and  conlult  with  rne  : 
But,  if  I  plealtd,  I  might  ice  upon 
the  hie  of  the  apothecary  what  had 
been  done  for  the  patient. 

I  now  faw  the  concerted  affociation 
diftindlly,  and  could  not  help  treat¬ 
ing  it  with  feme  degree  of  the  deferved 
contempt.  I  told  him,  I  had  alrea¬ 
dy  looked  over,  the  long,  black  cata¬ 
logue  of  medicines  given  the  patient; 

And 


[  '3  ] 

And  it  gave  me  concern  to  find,  hs 
purpofed  to  run,  in  all  things,  to  ex¬ 
tremities,  as  well  in  regaid  -to  the 
public  and  to  the  patient,  as  in  his 
condudl  towards  me.  1  could  not 
hefitate  at  pronouncing  thcle  proceed¬ 
ings  unv/arrantablc,  a  diOionour  to 
the  profeiiion,  injurious  to  the  public, 
and  unjufl  and  ungrateful  to  a  patieirt 
fo  long  iatrulled  to  his  care ;  and 
that  I  much  wondered  how  he  could 
poffibly  give  her  up  in  this  manner ; 
bidding  him  remember,  that  in  the 
end,  thefe  proceedings  might  prove 
hurtful  where  he  leall  intended  they 
fhould. 

I  could  not  avoid  further  obferv- 
ing  to  him,  that  I  had  had  the 
honour  of  being  confulted  for  per- 
fons  of  as  high  diflinihion,  and  with 
phyiicians  of  as  great  learning  and 
eminence,  perhaps  as  any  man  at 

C  2  Bath 


[  *4  ] 

Bath  might  boafi; ;  and  that  this 
was  fo  much  the  reverfe  of  any 
treatment  I  ever  receiv’d,  that  he 
could  not  be  furprized  if  I  took 
the  proper  means  of  refenting  and 
expohng  it. 

Before  I  took  my  leave,  I  refolved 
to  alk  him  to  explain  his  exceptions 
to  confulting  with  me  :  I  demanded, 
if  he  had  any  objedlion  to  my  moral 
charafter,  to  my '  capacity,  to  my 
qualification  in  my  profeffion  } — To 
which  he  was  plealed  to  anfwer,  that 
his  foie  objection  was  to  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  treated  him,  and  the 
other  phyficians  of  the  hofpital,  in 
my  book  on  Bath  waters ;  which, 
he  faid,  was  quite  inexcufable,  and 
fuch  as  rendered  it  impofiible  for 
him,  or  them,  to  meet  me  in  con- 
fultation  for  any  patient. 


Here 


/ 


C  15  ] 

Here  I  faw  the  becoming  fury 
of  the  aflbciation  begin  to  boil  over. 
This  fhew’d  me  how  flrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  their  patients  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  were,  who  could  at  any  time, 
quit  even  thofe  that  had  moft  and 
longeft  confided  in  them,  upon  the 
calling  into  confultation,  any  man 
that  was  not  likely  to  prove  pliant 
and  palfive  enough  for  their  purpofes. 

Seeing  honourable  peace  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  be  expebted, 
convinced  that  no  'man’s  reputa¬ 
tion  could  be  railed  by  falling  into 
confiiltation  with  fadfious  felfifh  men, 

•*  V  ■»  .4  T 

and  that  however  ill-founded  his  ex¬ 
ceptions  were  to  confulting  with  me^ 
there  were  objedtions  that  would 
prevent  any  regular  pradlicioner’s 
confulting  with  him  ;  fince  the  re¬ 
tailers  or  pedlars  of  pretended  or 
real  fecrcts,  either  of  their  own  or 

others 


t  ]  . 

others  invention,  were,  ipfo  faito, 
excluded  all  communication  and-  con-r 
lerencc,  with  men  of  that  open, 
communicative,  beneficent  difpofi- 
tion,  that  muft  ever  attend  the  le¬ 
gitimate  and  worthy  Tons  of  fiEfeu- 
lapius  ;  and  as  I  well  knew  certain 
fpecific  epileptic  lozenges  had  been 
fold  by  no  lefs  a  nran,  than  the 
•  celebrated  Dr.  Charleton  of  Bath,  I 
thought  1  had  a  right  to  make  home 
reprizals,  and  could  not  avoid  being 
free  in  my  turn. 

Incurable  therefore  as  he  looked 
upon  our  patient-,  I  bad  him  in  that 
refpedl  be  comforted.  For,  tho’  he 
prognoflicated,  that  flie  had  no 
chance  for  amendment ;  yet  having 
confidered  her  cafe,  and  perufed  the 
complicated  preferiptions  given  her 
fince  her  arrival  at  Bath,  I  had  rea- 
fon,  in  this  as  in  other  inflances,  to 

differ 
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differ  in  opinion  from  him  :  Becaufe,, 

I  was  ready  to  make  it  appear,  that 
from  the  patient’s  coming  to  Bath, 
fhe  had  not  taken  a  iingle  prefcrip- 
tion,  that  did  not  tend  more  to  in- 
creafe,  than  to  remove  or  correct  the 
difeafe. 

About  this  time,  it  is  probable  we 
both  became  a  little  more  warm, 
than  became  phyhcians,  in  confulta- 
tion  ;  but  phyficians  are  but  men  ; 
and  human  frailties  muff  fometimes 
dilguife  the  beft  of  us.  Here,  the 
doftor  flopped  my  career,  with  fay¬ 
ing — After  thefe  reflections  and  de¬ 
clarations,  fir,  you  can  never  expeCt 
that  I  fhould  meet  ■  you  in  con- 
fultation,’ 

To  which,  I  replied;  ‘Sir,  hafl 
you  not  before  formed  this  unjufl; 
refolution  againfl:  me,  I  might  have 

fpared 
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rpared  thefe  refledions  and  declafa-^ 
tions,  from  motives  of  pure  huma¬ 
nity.  You  have  extorted  them  from 
me,  by  your  previous  determination. 
Remember  however,  that  I  have  not 
gone  behind  your  baek  to  utter  them, 
nor  have  I  yet  divulged  my  lenti- 
ments  on  thefe  matters  ;  and  if  thele 
pradlices  will  not  bear  the  light,  think 
what  lelf-prefervation  prompts  and 
authorizes ;  and  do  not  put  me  un¬ 
der  the  neeelfity  of  taking  meafures, 
that  may  difhonour  the  profeffion  in 
the  eyes  of  the  undifcerning  multi¬ 
tude,  who  are  ever  apt  to  caft  re- 
fledtions,  from  particulars,  upon  the 
whole. 

The  doctor,  from  motives  beft 
known  to  himfelf,  now  feemed  a 
little  mollified.  He  faid,  I  muft  ob- 
ferve  that  he  was  not  the  foie  par¬ 
ticular,  fince  Dr.  Moysey  had  made 

the 
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the  fame  declaration  ;  and  that  I 
tould  not  forget,  that  Dr.  Oiiver 
had  already  openly  refufed  to  confult 
with  me.  Yet  notwithftanding,  he 
was  pleafed  to  tell  me,  he  knew  I 
had  good  nature ;  and  compliments 
ing  me  upon  fome  other  good  quali¬ 
ties,  perhaps  juft  found  to  ferve  the 
prcfent  purpofe ;  'he  declared  he  ef- 
teemed  me,  and  though  he  thought 
himfeh  in  fome  meafure  bound  to 
adt  in  concert  with  Dr.  Oliver  and 
Dr.  Moysey  ;  yet  his  averfton  to  dif- 
cord,  and  regard  to  me,  would  induce 
him  to  give  me  a  meeting  at  the  pa¬ 
tient’s,  about  one  o’clock,  il  I  would 
be  there  at  that  time. 

Flowever  provoked  at  paft  cons 
dudl",  I  could  not  be  unmoved  at  this. 
I  exprefled  my  fatisfadtion  at  it,  and 
faid,  that  it  he  refolved  to  meet  me, 
like  a  gentleman  and  a  phyfician,  de- 

D  tcrmin’d 
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termin’d  with  affiduity  to  co-operate 
with  me  in  the  recovery  of  our  pa¬ 
tient,  which  fhould  certainly  engage 
our  attentions  entirely ;  I  was  ready 
to  drop  all  refentment,  and  let  what 
was  part  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

He  alllired  me,  fuch  were  his  pur- 
poles  ;  and  matters  being  thus  ami¬ 
cably  accommodated,  we  fell  a- while 
into  converlation  upon  indifferent  mat¬ 
ters,  with  freedom  and  eafe.  The 
doctor  politely  fhewed  me  his  houle  ; 
and  we  parted  in  all  appearance  on 
both  fidcs,  certainly  on  mine,  in  per- 
fedl  amity,  reciprocally  repeating  the 
hour  of  our  appointed  meeting. 

We  accordingly  met,  agreeable  to 
our  appointment,  and  proceeded  to 
examine  the  nature  and  Ifate  of  the 
patient’s  malady,  with  due  attention 
and  care. 


Having 
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Having  by  the  necefiary  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  patient,  mutually  fatisfied 
each  other  of  the  ftate  of  the  cafe ; 
we  retired,  in  order  to  compare  our 
relpediive  fentiments,  and  to  agree 
upon  the  method  of  cure.  Each  of 
us  olfered  his  thoughts  freely  ;  and 
after  fome  time  thus  fpent  in  con- 
fultation,  we  agreed  upon  a  prelcrip- 
tion,  committed  it  to  writing,  and 
according  to  law,  gave  it  the  necef- 
fary  fanftion,  by  fubfcribing  the  ini¬ 
tial  letters  of  our  names. 

I  fhall  not  arrogate  to  myfelf  any 
merit  upon  this  prefcription.  For, 
though  it  was  formed  upon  a  very 
different  plan  from  any  of  the  pro¬ 
ceed  ing  in  this  cafe  ;  I  cannot  deny 
the  other  phyfician  his  fbare  j  it  is 
enough,  that  the  whole  had  his 
fandfion. 


D  2 
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When  this  was  done,  and  we  had 
as  well  agreed  in  the  neceflary  re¬ 
gimen,  we  returned  to  inform  the 
patient  of  the  product  of  our  con- 
fultation  ;  which  we  did  in  feeming, 
and  on  my  part,  in  perledf  con¬ 
cord  and  amity.  And,  lolicitous  for 
the  relpedtable  patient’s  recovery 
trom  a  diforder,  which  had  baf¬ 
fled  all  the  attempts  hitherto  made  ; 
I  took  our  prefcription  to  the  apothe¬ 
cary’s,  to  give  ftridl  charge,  and 
more  particular  diredlion  for  its  pre¬ 
paration. 

W^e  took  our  leaves  of  the  patient, 
and  left  the  houfe  together.  But, 
before  we  took  leave  of  each  other, 
I  told  the  dodtor,  I  confldered  my- 
felf  her  e  only  as  the  confulting  phy- 
fician ;  that,  as  it  was  a  chronic 
cafe,  it  was  not  neceflary  I  fliould 
meet  him  formally  every  day.  But, 

that 
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that  I  would  call  fometimes,  as  I 
went  by,  to  fee  how  the  patient  went 
on  in  the  directed  courfe  ;  wait  ’till 
I  was  called  upon ;  or  appoint  to 
meet  him  again,  as  it  was  mofi; 
agreeable  to  him ;  for,  while  I  fhould 
ftudioufly  avoid  leaving  the  patient 
room  to  fufpedb  me  of  mercenary 
views,  I  fhould  as  carefully  obviate 
all  grounds  for  the  attending  phy- 
hcian’s  fufpedling  me  of  ingratiating 
myfelf  with  a  view  to  fupplant  him, 
or  to  give  any  fort  of  caufe  of 

Upon  this,  the  doftor  propofed 
our  meeting  again  at  the  patient’s, 
on  the  funday  following,  to  which, 
each  agreeing,  we  parted,  as  became 
phyflcians  and  friends. 

Thus  I  thought  a  lading  founda¬ 
tion  for  peace  and  amity  was  laid  ; 

but 

■  I  • 
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but  it  feems  my  hopes  were  ground- 
lefs. 

While  I  was  engaged  with  Dr. 
Charleton,  Dr.  Oliver  made  a 
vilit  to  a  patient  above  flairs,  in  the 
fame  houle  ;  where  mention  being 
made  of  the  confultation  below  flairs, 
tlie  latter  gentleman,  in  a  manner 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  burfl  out  in¬ 
to  terms  of  reproach  and  indig¬ 
nation,  at  Dr.  Char  LET  on’s  mean 
Gondefeenhon  in  confulting  with  me. 

A  perfon  of  honour,  prelent  at 
this  converfation,  exprefling  fome 
lurprize  at  fuch  behaviour,  and  afk- 
ing,  would  not  Dr.  Oliver  confult 
with  Dr.  Baylies,  if  fhe  defired  him  ? 
received  an  anhver  in  manifefl  wratby 
in  thele  or  the  like  terms  ;  ‘  No ; 
never ;  I  would  confult  with  any 
body  but  Lucas  or  Bavlies  ;  and 

with 
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with  thefe,  I  will  never  hold  any 
confultation,  for  any  patient  what¬ 
ever.’  Thus  officioully,  and  fecretly, 
did  this  gentleman  take  occafion  to 
prejudice  perfons,  who  can  not  be 
laid  to  have  ever  given  him  any 
juft  caule  of  offence. 

But  this  was  not  the  firft  inftance 
of  Dr.  Oliver’s  malevolence  to  me. 
Dr.  Charleton,  as  obferved,  page 
1 9,  took  notice  of  that  gentleman’s 
refuftng  to  confult  with  me.  Let 
me  take  this  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  extraordinary  conduct  of 
that  great  rnan  upon  this  occafton. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  a  patient* 
in  the  moft  dangerous  and  deplora¬ 
ble  circumftances,  which  induced 
me  to  call  lor  affiftance,  A.  gen¬ 
tleman  of  unqueftionable  ability  in 

*  Mrs.  Pur  DIE. 

his 
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his  profeiTion  was  called  in.  But^ 
leaft,  from  a  known  intimacy  be-, 
tween  him  and  me,  any  difhonour- 
able  fufpicions  might  be  raifed,  in 
cafe  of  the  patient’s  death,  which 
was  much  to  be  dreaded :  I  defired 
that  Dr.  Oliver,  whole  rank,  cha- 
rafter  and  unacquaintance  with  me, 
left  no  room  for  any  fuch  fufpicions ; 
fhould  be  called  in  to  our  alkflance  ; 
to  which,  the  tender,  anxious  huf- 
band  of  the  patient  readily  agreed. 

The  do6lor  came ;  vihted  and 
examined  the  patient  alone,  contrary 
to  all  rule  and  cuftom,  refuhng, 
when  he  found  with  whom  he  was 
to  be  concerned,  to  fee  the  other  phy- 
licians,  who  then  were,  and  for  hours 
before  had  been,  waiting  for  him. 
But,  to  juftify  a  condudt,  which 
fhews  that  any  body  may  die  at 
Bath,  before  ill-founded  refentments 


can 
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can  be  laid  afide,  or  illicit  afipci^ 
ations  broken ;  tho’  the  dodlor’s  re¬ 
treat  was  rather  too  precipitate  for 
a  perfon  of  his  gravity  and  dignity  j 
he  did  not  depart  before  he  gave 
the  by-ftanders  affuranee,  that  if 
the  patient  fhould  die,  it  muft  be 
through  the  fault  of  the  attending 
phylician  only.  ‘ 

/  '  '  ir 

This  he  did,  by  making  flight 
of  the  diforder ;  laying,  there  was 
no  occafion  for  him ;  there  werq 
phyflcians  enough  ;  efpecially  as  he 
pronounced  her  put  of  all  fort  of  dan¬ 
ger,  with  more  confidence  than  be¬ 
came,  -  lb  cautious  a  pradlicioner,  itr 
a  lels  doubtful  cafe,  ■ 

T,  '  .  • 

Tt  is  ealy  to  fee  the  drift  of  this 
behaviour.  It  appears  plainly  cal¬ 
culated  for  a  trap,  to  undo  niy  re¬ 
putation  ;  to  :lay  nothing  of  deny- 

t '  •  -  -  ■  ■  '  'E  ing 

*  o 
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jng  his  affiftance  to  a  patient  in 
the  lafi;  diftrefs,  leaving  her  to 
die,  to  gratify  a  private  pique. 
If  fire  had  died,  it  might  have  been 
no  eafy  matter  to  make  an  afflidfed 
hufband  and  friends  think  otherv/ife 
than  Dr.  Oliver  taught.  Who 
could  fufpedl  the  honour,  more  than 
the  humanity  of  a  perfon,  of  his 
rank  and  fame  in  life  ?  I  mufl;  of 
courfe  have  fallen,  with  the  patient, 
a  vidfim  to  this  great  man’s-  boundlefs 
pride  and  indignation. 

But,  providence  gracioufly  inter- 
|K)fed,  and  faved  botJi  the  patient 
and  phyfician,  from  the  intended 
ruin.  However  eafy  it  was  pro¬ 
nounced,  or  might  be  found,  by 
Dr.  Oliver,  to  fave  this  patient’s 
life  ;  I  am  not  afhamed  to  con- 
fefs,  that  I  thought  her  in  mail 
imminent  danger  ;•  and  found  it  ex- 
treamely  difficult,  to  ..give  the  defired 

re- 
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relief  j  or,  in  lefs  than  fome  months, 
to  re-eftablifli  her  health.  My  cpad-r 
■  jutpr  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
found  the  like  dilEculty.  But,  God, 
0f,his  great  mercy,  blelTed  our  endeaT 
vours,  and  reftored  her  to  health,  when 
we  leaft  could  have  expelled  it. 

.  If  difhonour  muft  attend  refufals 
to  confult  in  this  manner  ;  let  the 
hurnane  and  juft  judge  on  whonr 
it  is  to  fall ;  and  hence  lee.  how 
hecelTary  to  the  public,  and  to 
felf -  vindication,  this  narrative  ap¬ 
pears  ;  and  cpnlider,  how  danger¬ 
ous  a  precedent  for  Dr.  Charle- 
TON  and  others.  Dr.  Oliver  has 
thus  attempted  to  make. 

After  what,  paft  between,  Dr. 
Charleton  and  me  in  our  laft 

f  .■ "  ' ^  ;  . 

rneeting,  I  looked  for  nothing  but 
peace  and,  harmony,  at  leaft  be- 
...  •  !  '  E  2  tweet? 
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tw'een  him  and  me.  My  expedi¬ 
tions  were  raifed  higher  by  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  vidt  from  this  gentle¬ 
man,  on  the  morning  of  the'  day, 
proceeding  that  appointed  for  our 
confultation. 

%  • 

After  polite  falutations,  the  doc¬ 
tor,  in  apparent  good  humour  and 
friendfhip,  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  he  had  the  pleafure  of  com¬ 
ing  to  me  of  an  errand,  which  he 
hoped  would  be  agreeable  ;  that 
he  came  as  the  Herald  of  peace. 

I  could  not  but  be  pleafed  with 
the  found  of  peace,  come  whence 
it  would  ;  ■  but  as  the  dodor  fpoke 
it  in  thefe  terms,  calling  himfelf 
the  herald  of  peace  y  I  anfwering, 
aflced  him,  in  the  fame  ftrain,  from 
what  Potentates  he  came  ?  He  did 
not  keep  me  long  in  fulpence ;  he 
^  '  readily 
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teadily  replied,  from  Dr.  Oliver 
and  Dr.  Moysev*.  I  did  not  he- 
fitate  at  telling  him,  the  gentlemeii 
did  me  great  and  unexpected  ho¬ 
nour  ;  and  I  received  their  meflage, 
and  their  meflenger,  with  joy  and 

He  informed  me,  that  they  did 
riot  object  to  me,  becaufe  I  was  .not 
bred  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  or  for 
want  of  ability  in'  my  profeffion,  or 
any  fuch-like  caule ;  but  that  their 
foie  objection  arofe  from  certain  free¬ 
doms,  I  had  taken  with  their  charac¬ 
ters,  in  my  book  upon  the  waters  ; 
and  as  they  deiired  to  remove  all  ob- 
ftacles  to  being  in  friendfhip  with  me ; 
they  fent  him  impowered  to  talk  over 
the  particulars  with  me. 

-  At  this,  he  took  my  Reflections  on 
the  ules'  and  abules  of  Bath  Waters, 

out 


out  of  his  pocket;  telling  me,. that 
he  and  the  other  gentlemen  had  un¬ 
derlined  the  pafiages  in  it,  at  which 
they  had  taken  bftence,  and  that  ho 
would  point  them  out  to  me,  in  or¬ 
der  to  the  fetting  all  things  to  rights. 

Thefe  appearances  of  judgment  and 
candour  could  not  fail  of  railing  my 
refpedl  and  admiration ;  and  making 
me  exprefs  my  gratitude  in  the  beft 
terms  I  could.  But,  how  different 
was  the  difpolition  of  the  three  gen¬ 
tlemen,  from  any  thing  I  apprehend¬ 
ed,  will  appear  from  the  cited  paf- 
fages,  the  manner  of  objedting  to 
them,  and  the  propofals  for  my  con¬ 
tradicting  them,  whilft  their  trvith 
ftood  on  all  hands  confefled. 

The  lirft  objection  was  marked, 
^jgainft  thefe  words,  page  124. 
phylicians  Hofpital  have-  hither- 


to  not  only  fliamefully  neglefted  the 
.cojnmunication  of_  the  ■  good  and  bad 
effedls  of  the  waters  on  .the  patients 
therein.^  but  have  moft  artfuly  mono¬ 
polized  all  opportunities  of  improve- 
ment\  which  that  charitable  hflitution 
affords, 

-  'I'he  next  was  to  letting  forth,  that 
after  fx  phylicians  to  the  holpital  were 
once  legally  ele<fted,  when  the  patients 
(Were  hnt-  forty ^  and  that  now  they 
are  increafed  to  more  than  an  hundred., 
they  are  reduced  to  three  only  ;  and 
that  this  has  been  done  by  means  of  a 
private  or  pretended  by-law,  not  au¬ 
thenticated  by  the  bilhop  and  judges^ 
as  by  the  a£l  is  required  j  in  which 
by-law,  it  is  refolved,  that  three  phy¬ 
licians,  and  no  more  fhould  for  the  fu^ 
ture  attend  the  charity,  and  after  ob- 
lerving,  thatthe  act  of  parliament,  with¬ 
out  directing  any  number  of  phylicians 
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to  the  hofpital,  but  leaving  it  to  the 
general  court  to  choofe  any  number 
they  pleafe,  direds,  that  if  there  be 
any  vacancy  or  vacancies  of  any  of  the 
faid  perfons  appointed  by  this  aft,  or 
chofen  at  a  general  court  by  virtue 
thereof  into  any  office  or  employment, 
happening  by  death  or  removal,  fuch 
vacancy  ,pr  vacancies  ffiall  be  filled  up 
at  a  general  court,  giving  fourteen 
days  notice  thereof,  from  all  which  it 
is  interrogated  m  the  following  words, 
Page  126  j 

How  repugnant  therefore  is  this 
private  order  to  the  exprels  words  of 
the  flatute  for  fiablifhing  the  hofpital  P 

And  again,  That  an  order  for  the 
reducing  the  number  of  phyfeians., 
and  thereby  lellening  the  afliftance 
which  might  be  given  to  the  affiifted 
poor,  when  the  fame  is  not  attended 
with  the  leaf!  expence  to  the  charity 
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mujl  be  made  with  an  intent  to  an- 
fwer  a  private,  and  not  a  public,  pur- 
pofe,  and  be  univerfally  allowed  de^ 
Jervmg  of  the  fevereft  cenfure. 

Again,  page  128,  having  reference 
to  the  fame  pretended  by-law,  I  af- 
iert,  Tlhat  it  is  detrimental  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereji  of  the  hofpital.,  injurious 
to  the  patients  therein^  and  repugnatit 
to  the  very  ftatute  under  which  the 
power  is  claimed  for  making  it.  And 
page  31,  Ipeaking  of  the  negleB  of 
publifhing  the  cafes.,  and  this  exclufive 
by-law,  I  aver,  that  it  is  counter-act¬ 
ing  the  wife  and  benevolent  purpofes  of 
this  excellent  inflitutmt,  ajid  ca1^  arife 
only  from  a  mercenary  meannefs  of 
{pirit,  or  a  worfe  principle. 

Thefe  were  the  feveral  paflages  in 
my  book,  which  had  lb  greatly  of¬ 
fended  thefe  Worthy  gentlemen,  as  to 

F  have 
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have  made  them  ready  to  revenge 
them,  even  on  the  fick ;  however,  as 
they  were  fo  kind  as  to  point  them 
out  to  me,  I  judged  it  my  right,  and 
nry  duty,  to  Ipeak  to  the  charge  laid 
againft  me. 

I  therefore  demanded  what  he  ob- 
jedled  to  thefe  paflages,  and  what  he, 
and  the  gentlemen  that  fent  him, 
defired  to  have  done  on  the  occalion  ? 

He  told  me,  that  he  and  they 
looked  upon  thefe  ‘rejleSiions  to  be  very 
,  iinjuj}  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  expected 
that  I  fhould  publicly  acknowledge  the 
charge  J  had  made  to  be  the  refult  of 
'  mijinformation. 

1  judged  truth  too  great  a  facrifice 
to  the  palm  and  olive  branches  brought 
by  tliis  herald^  and  therefore  declared, 
retracfling  an  error,  and  advancing  a 
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truth,  were  to  me,  one  and  the  fame. 
That  when  I  was  convinced  of  an  er¬ 
ror,  I  would  as  publicly  retrad;  it  as  I , 
had  uttered  it ;  but  that,  while  I  had 
every  proof  ol  truth  of  my  lide,  I 
was  aftonifhed  how  any  gentlemen  i 
could  make  fuch  a  propofal,  as  could , 
not  be  complied  with,  conliflent; 
with  the  due  regard  to  truth  and 
honou'". 

,  I  then  appealed  to  Dr.  Charlrton, 
if  it  was  not  true,  that  the  hiflories  of 
the  cafes  had  been  negleSied  to  be  pub- 
lifhed.y  and  if  the  experience  ol  the 
hofpital  had  not  long  been,  and  then. 

aSluaUy  nmwpoUzed^  or  limited  to 
the  knowledge  of  three  phylicians  only, 
by  virtue  of  the  pretended  by-law 
above  mentioned.  ;  •  >  . 

Thefe  were  fads  he  -  could  not 
deny,  but  convinced  of  their  truth, 
was  obliged  to  admit ;  on  which  I 

F  2  told 
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told  ihim,  that  I  eould  not  but  think 
the  JirJ},  to  be  jhameful-^  and  the  lajl^ 
artful  y  and  that,  as  I  could  fee  no 
public  good,  it  could  pollibly  pro¬ 
duce,  to  limit  the  number  of  phyli- 
cians  to  three  onh/y  but  many  private 
endsy  which  fuch  a  by-law  might  be’ 
expected  to  anfwer ;  I  muft  ftill  be 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  intended,  in 
it’s  firft  inftitutioii,  to  promote  a  pri~ 
vatey  not  a  public  purpofey  and  that  it 
could  arife  only  from  a  mercenary 
meannefs  of  fpirity  or  a  voorfe  princi¬ 
ple  ;  and  as  it  was  a  great  abufe  of  a 
charity,  it  could  not  be  otherwile' 
tlian  deferving  of  the  feverefl  cenfure, 

I  likewife  added,  it  was  notorious, 
that  the  fupport  of  that  law,  had 
not  only  kept  many  from  fubfcribingy 
to  the  charity,  but  had  induced  others 
to  withdraw  their  fubfcriptionsy  which 
fully  juftiiied  my  affertion,  page  128, 

that 
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that  it  was  detrimental  to  the  inter^ 
of  the  hoipital. 

Then,  as  every  gentleman  who  ha4 
had  a  phyhcal  education,  might  be 
prefumed  to  have  acquired  fome  par¬ 
ticular  improvement,  worthy  of  being 
communicated  to  others ;  and,  as  no 
method  of  cure,  in  any  difeafe,  had 
been  found  to  be  univerfally  infallible; 
it  was  highly  probable,  that  the  ex- 
clufion  of  any  of  the  gentlemen,  that 
prafticed  at  Bath,  from  attending  the 
hofpital,  might  deprive  fome  of  the 
patients  there,  of  fome  benefits  which 
their  councils  might  afford,  had  they 
been  admitted  into  the  hofj^ital ; 
whence  I  concluded,  that  every  fucjr 
exclufive  law  muff  be  leffe?nng  tlie 
ajftjlance  to  the  afflided  poor,  and 
injurious  to  them. 

Moreover,  as  it  excluded  all  bur 
the  attending  phyficinns,  the  advan-; 

tage 


[  4°  ] 

tage  of  the  experience,  which  thfe 
hofpital  fliould  afford  j  fuch  a  law 
plainly  counteraEled  one  of  the  wife 
and  benevolent  purpofes,  for  which 
the  hofpital  was  founded.  And  as 
the  governors-)  at  a  general  court.,  had  at 
one  time  eleSled  Jix  phylicians,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  aft  ;  and  the  aft  had  en¬ 
joined,  that  as  often  as  any  of  the 
perfons  fo  cholen,  Oiould  die,  or  be 
removed.,  another  Jloould  be  eleSied  in 
his  Head  ;  tho’  the  aft  exprefsly  nam¬ 
ed  no  particular  number  to  attend 
the  hofpital ;  yet,  as  they  had  once 
elected  fix,  the  making  a  fubfequent 
by-law,  to  reduce  that  number,  was 
repugnant  to  the  very  letter  of  the 
aft,  under  which  they  claimed  the 
power  to  make  it. 

r 

Thus  I  fhewed  the  doftor,  that 
I  could  not  but  juftify,  upon  this 
occahon,  all  I  had  publifhed  ;  '  yet, 
to  convince  the  gentlemen,  how  de- 

firous 
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firous  I  was  to  be  in  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  with  them,  I  told  him,  I  would 
acknowledge,  that  the  inferences  I 
had  drawn  from  the  fadfs,  however 
juft,  might  as  well  have  been  omitted, 
as  every  reader  muft  naturally  have 
drawn  fuch  for  himfelf,  from  an  in¬ 
formation  of  the  fails ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  to  oblige  them,  when  I  pub- 
lifhed  another  edition  of  my  book, 
thcfe  inferences,  or  injurious  epithets 
or  adverbs,  of  pDamefully.,  artfully^ 
injurioujly^  private^  mean^  mercenary., 
&c.  fhould  all  be  omitted  :  Nay,  I 
further  added,  that  as  he  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  fails  to  be  true,  I 
would  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
any  difinterefted,  fenfible  gentleman, 
whether  the  inferences  I  had  drawn, 
were  juft,  or  otherwile ;  and  that 
if  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  judge  them 
wrpng,  that  I  would  readily  make  any 
conceflion,  he  fhould  in  reafon  and 

honouj 
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honour  award.  And  thus  offered  to 
Jubmit  the  whole  to  the  arbitration  of 
any  indifferent,'  juft  perfon ;  being 
perfwaded,  that  parties,  naturally  pre¬ 
judiced,  were  very  unfit  judges  in 
their  own.  caufe. 

The  do(ftor,  feemed  to  think,  there 
was  fome  w'eight,  fome  juftice,  in  this 
anfwer  to  his  noeftage  ;  and  inclined 
to  think,  it  prefaged  peace :  For,  he 
immediately  declared,  he  was  glad  to 
hear  me  offer  fuch  lentiments ;  that 
he  would  go  dire(ftly,  and  make  them 
known,  to  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr. 
Moysey  ;  believing,  that  if  I  were 
at  home,-  I  fhould  foon  receive  a- 
meffage  from  Dr.  Oliver. 

I  affured  him,  that  I  fhould  perfift 
in  the  fame  difjjofition  j  fhould  wait 
Dr.  Oliver’s  call ;  be  ready  to  attend 
him  ;  and  Ihouid  do  any  thing  that 
vyas  juft,  to  deferve  his  friendfhip* 

Upon, 
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tjpon  this,  w.e  parted.  And  I  did 
not  dwbt,  we  fhonid  foon  have  a  ge¬ 
neral,  meeting  j  in  which,  we  lhou|d 
have  removed  all  caufe  of  mifunder- 
Handing,  and  adjufted  all  matters  in 
dilpute,  as  we  flionld  have  done,  amir- 
cably,  arnong  ourfelyes,  without  any 
appeal  to  the  public.  But,  that  this 
was  inipoffible,  will  Ippn  appear,  and 
furprize  the  candid,  dilpafllpnate  rea¬ 
der,  as  much  as  it  did  me. 

I  waited  at  home  a  conhderable 
time,  without  hearing  from  Df.  Oli¬ 
ver,  or  either  pf  the  oth^r  gendemcn. 
I  might  have  attended  in  expectation 
much  longer,  to  no  better  purppfe; 
for  no  mel&ge  was  fen.t  tppie,  before 
the  afternoon. 

V 

Then  it  was,  that  E>r.  Charleton 
favoured  me  with  another  vilit,  which 
unexpectedly  produced  another  coh- 

C?  fcreace 
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I  .  ,  ‘ 

♦ 

ferencCi  The  gentlemen,  it  feems, 
had  talcen  longer  time  to  deliberate  oh 
the  fiibjcQ.  I'liey  round,  I  exprefTed 
myfelf  with  refpedt  towards  them,  and 
with  a  defire  to  obtain  their  friendfhip. 
This  probably  made  them  rife  in  their 
demands,  and  propofe  fuch  terms  for 
admitting  me  to  a  fhare  of  their  fa¬ 
vour,  as  miade  me  think  the  purchafe 
rather  too  dear  ;  but  this  I  fhall  fub- 
mit  to' the  reader. 

The  do£lor  refjmed  his  former 
commifiion,  and  told  me,  he  had 

•  .  -c 

communicated  the  purport  of  our  laft 
conference  to  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr. 
Moysey  ;  that  they  had  coniidercd 
it,  and  came  to  a  refolution,  which 
mull;  bring  the  whole'  matter  to  a 
fhort  compafs  and  iflue,  if  I  could 
give  a  plain  categorical  anfwer  to  their 
propofal. 
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Judging  they  could  propofe  nothing 
that  could  admit  of  doubt  or  heli- 
tation,  after  what  had  paffed ;  I  pro- 
mifed  to  be  as  dire(9;  and  explicit  in 
my  anfwer  as  he  could  expedf.  • 


Whereupon  he  proceeded,  that  as  I 
had  publicly  accufed  the  dodlors  as 
governors  of  the  hofpital,  of  fuch 
heavy  charges,  there  was  no  way 
to  reconciliation  left,  but  by  retracing 
what  I  had  faid,  and  acknowledging 
in  the  public  papers,  that  what  I  had 
printed,  with  refpedt  to  the  hofpital, 
was  the  refnlt  of  miftake  or  mifinfor- 


mation,  and  an  lunjuft  and,  imgenteel 
treatment  of  thofe  worthy  guardians 
of  that  charity ;  this  done, ,  he  faid, 
'they;  would  readily,  forgive,  and 
meet  me  at  any  time  in-  .confultation. 
But^  it  1  would  ilotj  lie  pronounced- j 
that  they  were  jointly  deterrnined  to 

refufe  me  the  honour  of  their  fanftion. 

•  < 
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Had  any  thing  been  offered  to  in¬ 
validate  the  truth  of  my  charges 
againft  thefe  govxrnofs ;  the  piopohhg 
to  aceept  a  penitent  finner  into  favour, 
would- have  been  an  a£t  of  condefcen- 
fion  and  charity.  But,  while  thefe 
charges  flood  in  full  and  flronger  force 
than  I  had  yet  publicly  given  them ; 
I  muft  confefs,  I  was  aflonifhed'  at  fo 
unexpeffed  a  propofal. 

*  However,  "  as  tody  as  poflible,’  I  re- 
capitulated  ihy  former  offers,  defired 
to  have  the  inft aijces  pointed  out,  and 
proved,  where  I'  had'  abufed  or  mifre- 
prefchted  any  man  j  or  where  I -had 
made  "  a  miftake,  or  founded  any 
'  charge  upon  mifinformation; '  and,  re- 
;  gardlefs  of  ' the  rriighty  reward  of  their 
proffered  friehdfhip,  in  pure  regard-to 
truth  and  juftice,  I  fhould  hot  -  only 
grant,  but  even  go"  further  than, ‘their 
'.idieinahd.  '  But,  that  while  the  affer- 
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tions  I  had  made,  appeaced  incon- 
■teftible,  indeed  incontefted  truths,  no 
confideration  fhould  induce  me  to 
relinquifh  a  .tittle  of  them.  I  de¬ 
clared  my  forrow  for  finding  lo  ex- 
^travagant^a  price  fet  upon  their  friend- 
'.fhip,  .as  the  facrificing  indilputable 
-truths,  of  public  import,  to  .wilful, 
Kdeliberate,  notorious  fallhoods,  and 
.thefe  to  .ferve  the  private  ends  of  a 
few, ; -and  .that,  as ,  thefe  were  terms 
unworthy  of  the  offer,  they  muft  be 
unfit  for-,  the  acceptance,:,  of  a  man 
of  any.ienle  of  .  honour  .  or  comrupn 
honefty  ; ,  I  muft  therefore,  with  ,.,de- 
teftation, ;  rejedl  them. 

The  doiftor,  I  hope,  j  kpew,  me 
too  well,  to  be  furprized  at ,  an  an- 
fwer  to  this  effedf.  He  laid,,  he  was 
glad  to  find  me  thus .  plain  and  cxpli- 
.cit ;  and.as .  matters  were  now  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  he  could  not  meet ,  me 

again 
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again  ;  that  he  would  wait  upon  the 
patient,  tor  which  we  were  jointly 
concerned ;  inform  her  of  it,  and 
leave  her  to  choofe,  by  which  of  us 
file  would  be  attended.  Yet  added, 
that  tho’  he  could  not  meet  me  as  a 
phytician,  he  fhould  be  always  glad 
to  fee  me  as  a  friend.  I  returned 
his  compliment,  and  fo  we  parted 
with  more  ceremony,  than  was  quite 
contiftcnt  with  our  mutual  ditcbrd. 

Soon  after  this,  the  dodlor,  ftridtly 
obfervant  ot  his  promife,  vitited  the 
patient  alone.  He  enquired,  how 
the  laid  prefcribed  medicines  agreed 
with  h?r.  And  tho’  he  was  told, 
very  well  ;  he  feemed  to  'dread  they 
might  not  continue  to  agree  ;  heh- 
tated  a  dillike  to  a  prefcription,  which 
had  the  fanblion  of  his  own  name  ; 
itnd  difcountenanced  a  perleverance 
in  the  Gourfe  laid  down  in  the- con- 

fultation. 
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fultation,  even  while  it  agreed  well, 
and  promifed  ■  relief ;  recommending 
it,  at  the  lame  time,  to  the  patient,  to 
return  to  a  courfe,  of  whofe  inefficacy, 
he  was  a  witnefs ;  feeing  the  lady  had 
for  fcven  months  purfued  it,  without 
any  fort  of  benefit,  to  fay  no  worfe. 
But,  in  this,  the  dodtor  was  dilap- 
oointed,  by  the  patient’s  difmiffing 
lim  entirely. 

Thus  I  have  been  forced,  from  a 
regard  to  truth,  common  juflice  and 
■  fell  defence,  to  lay  the  narrative  of 
thele  fadts  fairly  before  the  public,  in 
whofe  candid  breafts  alone,  I  look  for 

As  for  any  thing  like  ah  anfwer, 
that  is  not,  I  muft  fuppofe,  to  be  ex¬ 
torted  from  thefe  gentlemen  - ;  the 
greatnels  of  their  reputation,  puts 
them  above  all  fenfe  of  feeling,  from 

attacks 
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att^ks  like  thefe  ;  I  can  only  look 
to  partake  with  my,  abufed  friend, 
in  the  treatment  he  has  lately  re¬ 
ceiv’d,  and-  which  I  have  formerly 
experienced  here  on  a  like  occafion  ; 
to  be  infulted  in  anonymous  hand¬ 
bills  ;  dr  by  the  famed  bard  of  Bath, 
in  the  exprefllon  of  the  dramatift, 
to  be  chronicled  in  ditties^  and  Jung 
to  filthy  tunes.  But,  regardlels  of  all 
fuch,  I  fhall  only  delire  the  public  to 
obferve,  that  by  this  kind  of  behavi¬ 
our,  thefe  gentlemen  give  up  their 
caufe,  and  confefs  the  charges  un- 
anfwerable. 

Who  does  not  fee  and  mourn  at 
the  perverlion  of  the  moll  benificent 
and  liberal  profelTion,  into  a  molt 
-fliamelul  and  deftrudlive  confpiracy 
of  fordid  crafts-mcn  ?  Who,  any 
where  ever  faw,  the  health  and  lives 
of  the  public,  fo  facrihced,  to  little 
private  concerns,  as  now,  here  at 

Bath  ? 
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Bath  ?  Who,  ever  before  law,  fraud 
and  fallhood  openly  prefcribed,  as  the 
only  effectual  feal  for  the  bond  of 
friendfhip  ?  Who,  w^ere  ever  belore 
known,  fo  hardened  in  iniouity,  as 
avowedly  to  demand  the  erafng  of 
the  chronicle  of  their  infamy,  by 
oublifhing,  in  print,  apparent,  wil¬ 
ful  Lies  ? 

What  is  the  once  god-like  heal¬ 
ing  art  come  to,  amongft.  us,  v/hen 
dihnterefted  truth,  humanity  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  are  enough  to  fet  it’s  prac- 
ticioners  at  irrcconcileable  variance  ? 
Is  it  an  honour  to  be  afibciated  in 
fuch  bands  ?  with  fuch  perverters  of 
their  profeffion  ?  fach  fubverters  of 
the  hofpitai  at  Bath  ?  fuch  ‘  un-  * 
maik’d  enemies- of  the  public  ? 

Infteadof  fach  honour,  fuch  friend¬ 
fhip,  let  humble  obfcurity  and  foli- 

H  tudc 
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tude  be  my  portion  !  And  fince  thefe 
gentlemen  have  thus  thought  fit  to 
draw  their  fwords  againft  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  phyfic,  and  its  worthy 
pradticioners ;  againft  the  public,  and 
againft  me  in  particular ;  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  that  I  fhall  let  my  weapon 
lye  to  ruft  in  the  fcabbard.  •  No ; 
We  have  the  leaft  to  fear  from  our 
enemies  when  they  are  known.  I 
am  not  to  be  difmayed  by  their  Num¬ 
bers.  Nor  do  I  think  the  world  fb 
corrupt  as  to  let  me  ftand  alone,  while 
I  am  in  the  right,  and  all  the  worthy 
fons  of  iElculapius,  and  the  whole 
public  are  no  lefs  concerned  than  I. 
But  fliould  that  be  pofiible,  I  fhall 
not  defert  the  duty  of  my  ftation, 
but  while  I  am  able,  fhall  aflert  and 
maintain  the  rights  of  a  man ;  and 
fear  not  with  integrity  for  my  helmet, 
and  honour  for  my  fhield,  to  ward  off 
the  Trioft  invenom’d  fhafts  of  my  ener- 

mies ; 
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mies ;  and,  under  the  banner  of  li¬ 
berty  and  the  laws,  to  level  the  point¬ 
ed  javelin  of  truth  at  fuch  guilty  heads, 
as  thus  dare  to  confpire  again  ft  the 
common  good  of  focietyp 

Let  me,  therefore,  at  once,  anfwer 
their  propofals,  and  conclude  in  the 
words  of  the  proved  good  man  : 

My  Ups  Jhall  not  fpeak  wkkednefs.^ 
nor  my  tongue  utter  deceit. 

God  forbid  that  I Jhould jufify  you  : 
'“Till  I  die^  I  will  not  remove  my  inte¬ 
grity  from  me. 

My  righteoufnefs  I  hold  fajl-,  and 
will  not  let  it  go  :  My  heart  Jhall  not 
reproach  me  fo  long  as  I  live.  Job, 
Chap,  xxvii. 


The  E  N  D. 


‘-if 


<  •  I  .  . 


A-. 


f 


r  r  ‘ 


^ 


•  «>»'  '  » 
x;  A ; .'  •. 


r  \ 

-  I  *.j  .y 

% 

<  •' 


j; 


'  '  A  j  ^  w  f  i  y 

♦  -i , 


(  '  ♦  j  ,  ♦ 

-  ‘  '  r  y 


i  , » >  j  f  1  -t  _  . 

.  .^iJ  . .  iO 


—  .  .  A  .1 


vx  -  . 

'■  9 


1  "  '^i'  i"'*i 

‘  V  V  4ji  -tv  *y 


>-...:  V) 


C  i 

t 


1  . 


; :  \ 


'  ^  J  ■  9  *9-^4 


\ 


Jj 


-  —  **1  ^ 

•' 

T  A 


*  -  -  .  I  I  -  .  •>  w  Iji  ^  l\  ‘  b  ,  J 


'  I  -  ■  ':r-:/;  -.'-.'“U, 


x'j 


•xiy:r 


>  , ;  ■  .s^v, 

v« 


•  W 


-*  -  '  ■>  V  -  k  , '.  >i« ,  •  .V'  '  j 


>  .  .*  ■ 
k  X  S.K 

,  V  ■  «  ‘  1.  ■  . 


.  t  .  ^  I  •  V  *  ^  ' 

«  4.  •<•  .=  .  •  V  k  i  j  ,  ^ 


^  '■•s 


^  %#. 


<  «« 


^  r 
:  ^  \ 


'v  ■ 


■> 

.V 


» 

,  \ 


f  f. 


't 


-'  ktj.;  yt  .*■•  .  . 


*■,'  ■ 

j-  ■•  A 

'kr[ 


*v^ 

.  -'<4 


#  > 


